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Nuno Santos is Deputy Director of the FAO Investment Centre. An economist by training, he has 
nearly 25 years of experience in agricultural and rural development, food security, finance and 
public policy. 

At FAO, he helps lead the Investment Centre's work on agrifood investment and finance, 
working with governments, international financial institutions and private sector partners to 
support investment programmes, policy reforms and financing solutions. He has worked 
extensively on sovereign lending operations as well as initiatives aimed at strengthening private 
sector investment in agrifood. His areas of work have included innovative and blended finance, 
value chain development, water management, environmental sustainability and digital 
transformation. 

Before joining FAO, Nuno worked in investment banking, at the OECD Development Centre and 
at the Colombian think tank Fedesarrollo. Throughout his career, he has worked at the 
intersection of finance, public policy and agricultural development, contributing to analytical 
work and policy dialogue across a range of agrifood and development issues. 

He holds a bachelor's degree from Nova School of Business and Economics and a master's 
degree from Harvard University. 
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Nuno Santos is Deputy Director of the FAO Investment Centre. An economist by training, he has 
nearly 25 years of experience in agricultural and rural development, food security, finance and 
public policy. At FAO, he helps lead the Centre's work on agrifood investment and finance, 
supporting governments, international financial institutions and private sector partners on 
investment programmes, policy reforms and financing solutions. His work spans sovereign 
lending, private sector investment, innovative finance, value chain development, environmental 
sustainability and digital transformation. Prior to FAO, he worked in investment banking, the 
OECD Development Centre and Fedesarrollo. He holds degrees from Nova SBE and Harvard 
University. 

 

 


